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January 18, 1856.] 



THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 



kll you bishops from the promise by which you are bound, 
against the constitution of the Church, to obserre them."-i 
Is it not a brave thing to hear an arch bishop quash the 
laws of England, which he himself had sworn, "in good 
faith, and on the word of truth," to obserire and keep ! 
But there are archbishops in Ireland now who would be 
only 'too happy to quash the laws of England if they 
dared. 

Archbishop Becket stated in that letter what laws he 
quashed. One of them was — " That clergymen should be 
tried in the Secular Courts" for murder and other such 
etimes. But Becket thought (and perhaps he thought 
aincerely, for the mind of man is subject to great delu- 
sions, under a false system) that in protecting a murderer 
from punishment he was fighting tor a gteat Christian 
principle. Hear his own account, in a letter to tlie Pope : 
" That is snatched from Jesus Christ, which He rcB- 
CBASED WITH HIS oW!f Bi^ooD : the secular power extends 
its hand into his own inheritance (the clergy), nor do 
the canons now prevail even to protect the clergy (when 
guilty of murder*), who were exempt by special privilege 
from this jurisdiction.'' 

That exemption and privilege, founded on the forged 
decretal epistles, the Popes long and earnestly laboured 
to establish in Europe. The English clergy themselves, 
in the time of Becket, recorded their opinion of its work- 
ing, in a letter which they addressed to the Pope. " The 
peace of the kingdom was very much disturbed by the in- 
solence and criinesof soraeof the clergy; the king, for the 
safety of his people, pressed the bishops,afler their censures, 
to give such guilty persons up to the laws, because bare 
degrading, which was all the Church's censares reached 
to, was by no means sufficient punishment for wilful 
murder. This liberty was extended even to alictor, or 
acolythus."' 

The history of the actors in this contest is full of 
melancholy interest. King Henry was provoked by the 
outrageous conduct of Becket to exclaim, " Will ne one 
rid me of this man." Four of his servants who heard 
it went and mnrdered Becket in his church. 

Far be it from us to palliate the crimson guilt of mur- 
der. Yet it is a striking instance of retribution, that he 
who laboured to establish impunity for murder in his own 
order, died himself by the hand of murderers. 

Murder does not turn a perjured man into a saint : 
yet the Pope canonized " St. Thomas of Canterbury j*'" 
and he is still worshipped as a saint and celebrated as a 
" gloriosus pontifex" in the Breviary for the 39th of De- 
cember. 

Hence, our readers may see why it is that we who 
honour and reverence the saints of God are so jealous 
of the Pope's saints ; for Becket was a saint after the 
Pope's own heart. 

But, there is s God, and murder never prospers. 
Would to God that all Irishmen would learn this 
le-sson. The horror at the deed was so great, that 
King Henry II., brave and resolute as he was, was forced 
to submit the ancient laws of his kingdom to the pleasure 
of the bishops of Kome. 

But King Henry 11. was cunning, too, when he was 
beaten, and he had his opportunity ; for there were two 
Popes at that time. So King Henry swore that he and 
all his kingdom should follow the false Pope. 

So the true Pope took fright in his turn; and with a 
baseness rarely equalled by Popes, he oti'ered to sell Ire- 
land to King Honry II., if he would be a good boy in 
fature; and King Henry II. said, '-done "to the bargain. 
That Pope was Alexander III., whom we had occasion to 
mention in our article on " the Blessed Cornelius" in 
onr number for November, 1859. 

This is the secret histoiyofthe gala of Irish nationality. 
So all Irishmen, of every creed and party! have an in- 
terest in the story we have been telling. If Pope Alex- 
ander's plans had fully succeeded, the sexton of every 
Boman chapel in Ireland now might murder whom he 
pleased, and answer for it to the bishops only, without 
any fear of being tried for his life in the Queen's Court. 
Let us thank God that we live under laws which render 
it impossible that such horrid claims for liberty in the 
ministers of Christ to murder with impunity can be now 
urged by Rome. But, let us remember that it was the 
laws of a free country which at last put down such horrid 
claims ; and let us remember, too, that it must over be 
the interest of every free man to maintain the laws of a 
free country. 



THE JESUITS. 
It is, we believe, well known to onr readers, that the 
Jesuit body were organized originally in the middle of the 
sixteenth century, for the purpose of resisting the progress 
of the Reformation throughout Europe ; and, undoubtedly, 
to their efforts the Chiuxh of Borne was mainly indebted 
for the successful resistance she offered to the spread of 
the reformed doctrines in southern Europe. 

Viewed with suspicion by the laity, but patronized by 
successive popes, the Jesuits soon became identified with the 
cause of Romanism, and in their ranks the iateilectnal 
vigour of the advocates of the Church of Borne was 
almost exclusively developed. Hated and feared by their 
enemies, their very name has become a bye- word to de- 
scribe deceit and falsehood, and lo them has been imputed, 
by both Protestants and Boman Catholics, the incnication 



the Church in some countries of Asia and Europe. Aft«r 
so many storms, troubles, and divisions, every good man 
looked forward with impatience to the happy day which 
was to restore peace and tranquillity. But under the 
reign of Clement XIII. the times became more difficalt 
and tempestuous; complaints multiplied on every side; 
m some places dangerous seditions arose, tumults, di«- 
cord8,_ dissensions, scandals, which, weakening, or entirelT 
breaking the bonds of Christian charity, excited the faith- 
fnl to all the rage of party hatreds and enmities. Desola- 
tion and danger grew to such an height that the very sove- 
reigns, whose piety and liberality towards the companj 
were so well known us to be looked upon as hereditary 
in their families — we mean our dearly-beloved sons in 
Christ, the kings of Prance, Spain, Portugal, and 
Sicily— found themselves reduced to the necesrity 
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and adoption in practice of that monstrous doctrine— that j •>' expelling and driving from their states, kingdoms, 
■" ■ ""'' provinces, these very companions of Jesus ; persuaded 

that there remained no other remedy to so great evils, and 
that this step was necessary, in order to prevent the 
Christians from rising one against another, and from 
massacreing each other, in the very bosom of our common 
mother, the Holy Church. Our said dear sons having 
since considered that even this remedy would not be suffi- 
cient towards reconciling the whole Christian world, uulest 
the said society was absolutely abolished and suppressed, 
made known their demands and wills in this matter to onr 
said predecessor, Clement XIII. They united their com- 
mon prayers and authority to obtain that this last method 
might be put in practice, as the only one capable of as- 
suring the constant repose of their subjects, and the good 
of the Catholic Church in general." 

" Actuated by so many and important considerations, 
and, OS we hope, aided by the presence and inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit ; compelled besides by the necessity of our 
ministry, which strictly obliges us to conciliate, maintain, 
and confirm the peace and tranquillity of the Christian 
republic ; having further considered that the said company 
of Jesus can no longer produce those abundant fruits, and 
those great advantages, with a view to which it was in- 
stituted and approved of by so many of our predecessors, 
and endowed with so many and great privileges : that, on 
the contrary, it is very difBcult, not to say impossible, 
that the Church should recover a firm and durable pea«e 
so long as the said society subsisted ; in consequence hereof, 
and forced by other motives which prudence and the 
good government of the Church have dictated, 
lifter a matnre deliberation, wc do, out of our certain 
knowledge, and the fulness of our apostolical knowledge, 
suppress and abolish the said company ; we deprive it of 
all activity wh.itcver in its houses, schools, colleges, Hos- 
pitals, lands, and, in short, every other place whatsoever; 
we abrojtate and annul its statutes, rules, customs, decrees, 
and constitutions, even tlioneh confirmed by oath, and 
approved by the Holy Sec, or olhcrwiK." 

Such was the tenor of the famous Bull by which the 
Socictv of Jesuits was suppressed ; and, if we examine it 
carefully, the main grounds on which the condemnation 
was rested, and on account of which the infallible judge 
passed sentence on the society, were these — 

^'fs^^ — An insatiable desire for temporal possessions and 
undue interference in the internal affairs of those states in 
which they were established ; 
Secondly—Disturbance of the Church by these intrigues ; 
Thirdly — The encouragement in their inissions of idola- 
trous practices ; 

And, fourthly — The use of maxims, with reason pro- 
scribed as scandalous, and manifestly contrary to good 
morals, and from which maxims the Bull alleges the re- 
volts and intestine troubles of some of the Catholic state* 
proceeded. 

These are the charges which the Bull alleges were proved 
against the society, and on account of which the kings of 
France, Spain, Portugal, and Naples banished the society 
from their dominions; and, not content with that, de- 
manded the entire suppression and abolition of the order. 
And yet, in the nineteenth century, Rome again leagnea 
herself with the Society of Jesuits, again evokes their 
activity, and restores their organization. Have, then, 
the Jesuits abandoned these principles and maxims, so em- 
phatically condemned by the the Bull of Pope Clement 
XIV. ? If they have, what proof has been given to the 
world of such abandonment'? or what record exists of theit 
repentance, and renunciation of tlieni? If they have not 
abandoned them, then, surely, by their restoration. 
Home proclaims to the world 'her sanction of that in- 
satiable avidity of temporal jjosscssions, and of that undue 
ititerfcrence in the internal ad'airs of other states, which 
distinguished the Jesuits, and declares her approbation of 
those maxims which encouraged revolts and iotestine 
troubles even in Roman Caihulic states. In future num- 
bers we shall refer to the historical facts which abundantiy 
justified the condemnation contained in the Bull. 



the end sanctifies the means. 

We do not, however, wish here to give currency to all 
those imputations which Protestant writers h.ive brought 
against them, but have preferred to try them by the testi- 
mony of that Church to which they belonged, and to 
whose cause they devoted their abilities and energies ; and 
we, therefore, propose to lay before our readers some ex- 
tracts from the Bull of Pope Clement XIV., by which 
the order was suppressed. That Bull issued from the 
Papal Sec in the year 1773, and is, in every respect, a most 
remark.-.ble document. It commences by stating the cause 
of the institution of the society, and after enumerating the 
privileges conferred on it by successive popes, thus pro- 
ceeds — " Notwithstanding so many and so great favours, 
it appears, from the apostolical constitutions, that almost 
at the very moment of its institution there arose, in the 
bosom of this society, diverse seeds ef discord and dis- 
sension, not only amongst the companions themselves, 
but with other regular orders — the secular clergy, the 
academies, the universities, the public schools, and, lastly, 
even with the princes of the states in which the society 
was received. 

" These discussions and disputes .irose sometimes con- 
cerning the nature of their vows — the lime of admission to 
them — the power of expulsion — the right of admission to 
holy orders without a sufficient title, and without having 
taken the solemn vows ; — sometimes concerning the abso- 
lute authority assumed by the gcnernl of the said order, 
and on matters relating to the good government and dis- 
cipline of the order. In short, accusations of the gravest 
nature, and very detrimental to tho peace and tranquillity 
ofthe Christian republic, have been continually received 
against the said order. Hende the origin of thut infinity 
of appeals and protests against this society which so many 
sovereigns have laid at the foot of the throne of our pre- 
decessors." 

Tho Bull then mentions that Philip II. of Spain 
(probably the most bigoted ruler that the world ever 
saw) appealed to Sixtus V. against the society, and 
that Sixtus, convinced that his objections were just and 
well founded, did, without hesitation, comply therewith, 
and in consequence named a distinguished bishop to visit 
and examine the matter; but that Gregory XIV., the 
successor of Si.xtus, not only refused to hear tho accusa- 
tions against the order, but even ordered, under pain of 
excommunication, that no person should presume to attack 
the order. The Bull further proceeds to say—" Who 
would have thought that even these dispositions should 
prove ineffectual towards appeasing the cries and appeals 
against the society, which many represented as contrary 
to the orthodox faith and to sound morals. The dissen- 
sions among themselves, and with others, grew every day 
more animated ; the accusations against the society were 
multiplied without number, and especially against that 
insatiable avidity of temporal possessions with which 
it was reproached. Hence the rise, not only of those 
well-known troubles which brought so much care and so- 
licitude upon the Holy See, but, also, of the resolutions 
which certain sovereigns took against the order." The 
Bull then states an order of the society itself, in ICOG, pro- 
hibiting its members from interfering in temporal matters, 
and again proceeds — " Wo have seen, in the grief of our 
hearts, that neither these remedies, nor an infinity of 
others since employed, have produced their due cflfect, or 
silenced the accusations and complaints against the said 
society. Our other predecessors (naming eleven different 
popes) employed, without effect, nil their efforts to the 
same purpose. In vain did they enilcavour, by salutary 
constitutions, to restore pence to the Church, as well with 
respect to secular affairs — with which the company ought 
not to have interfered — as with regard to tho missions, 
which gave rise to great disputes <ind oppositions on the 
part of the company ; as, likewise, concerning the mettning 
and practice of certain idolatrous ceremonies adopted in 
certain places, in contempt of those justly approved of by 
the Catholic Church; and further, concerning the use and 
explanation of certain maxims which the Holy See has, 
with reason, proscribed as scandalous, and manifestly con- 
trary to good morals; and, lastly, concerning other 
matters of great iinporunce, and prime necessity, towards 
preserving the integrity and purity of the doctrines of the 
Gospel ; from which maxims have resulted very great in- 
conveniences, and great detriment, Imth in our days and 
in past ages- such as the revolu and intestine troubles in 
some of the Catholic states, and the persecutions against 



WHAT IS MOT IN THE DOUAY TESTAMENT. 
We had pleasure last month in giving publicity to the 
statement made by Mr. O'Hagan at the trial of Father 
Petchcrine, that during the last seven years 400,000 
copies of the Douay translation of the Scriptures had 
been circulated. We should bo glad to think that 
one of those copies had found its way to each of our 
Boman Catholic readers . Nothing would please us more 



